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Newsletter #2: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Dear Friends and Customers, 

Here’s what new to report this week. Since I like to keep these emails short I won’t 
mention everything in a single week. Then there is more chance that you won’t get 
too bored with me! 

Long Beach Auctions and Show (February 16-18) 

Some of you might be aware that there are three Long Beach shows every year. This 
used to be one of the more exciting shows for ancient dealers to attend but a few 
things got in the way. First, dealers started to get more disinclined to set up because 
of the rigid California tax situation. Then, likely because less dealers were setting up, 
less people attended in the area of ancients. What was once a rather lively 
international show became much of a small, local show. There are only a handful of 
small dealers that sell ancients that attend. Perhaps a good opportunity but with the 
tax situation it is doubtful. 

Heritage is the official auctioneer at Long Beach and runs two days of auctions for U.S. 
coins. Those auctions will be held on the 16th and 17th of next month. 

Upcoming Auctions 

What remains a possibility for Long Beach for ancient coin buyers is the auction that 
Ira Goldberg runs Pre-Long Beach. I actually went out once three years ago because 
the auction was quite good. This year the auctions take place February 12-15. There 
are three separate catalogs with U.S., world and ancient coins on offer. I’m always 
open to traveling out there for the auction but I would need to have plenty of 
customer incentive to do it. For the moment I don’t plan to attend. 

Featured Coin 

The featured coin this week is a denarius of Geta as Caesar with a fabulous reverse 
type showing the Circus Maximus. This coin has a pedigree from Hess/Leu 41 (1969), 
lot 350 and Sternberg V (1975), lot 172. Geta was the son of Septimius Severus and 
Julia Domna. He also was the brother of Caracalla. 

This interesting coin celebrates the games that took place in 206 AD, as well as 
celebrating the return of the imperial family from their successful eastern campaigns. 
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Caracalla are much more common, while the one of Geta is more elusive. His 
unfortunate demise at the hands of his brother and his brother’s attempt to literally 
erase his name make his coinage all the more interesting. 

The Circus Maximus was one of the largest Roman Hippodromes. It was rebuilt 
during the time of Julius Caesar in the first century AD. Today, nothing remains of 
the structure and a public park stands there now. 

This coin is available for purchase from Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. and can be 
found on my website www.shannaschmidt.com . 

Happy Collecting! 

Shanna 
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